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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 205935 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/PHL:JCMONJO:PAW 
APPROVED BY EA:RBOAKLEY 
S/S:TMARTIN 

093805 150318Z/61 

R 160037Z AUG 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MANILA 
SECDEF WASHDC 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HAWAII 

SECRET STATE 205935 

EXDIS, MILITARY ADDEES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 

FOR AMBASSADOR MURPHY FROM OAKLEY 

E.O. 11652:GDS 


TAGS: MARR, RP 

SUBJECT: MELCHOR/DE VENECIA PLAN TO INVOLVE SAUDI ARABIA 
AND IRAN IN PHILIPPINE BASE COMPENSATION PACKAGE 


1 . DICK HOLBROOKE SPOKE PRIVATELY WITH CLARK CLIFFORD 
RECENTLY CONCERNING MELCHOR/DE VENECIA PLAN TO INVOLVE 
SAUDI ARABIA AND IRAN IN EVENTUAL COMPENSATION PACKAGE 
FOR PHILIPPINE BASES. CLIFFORD SAID THAT MELCHOR AND 
DE VENECIA HAD BEEN BROUGHT TO HIS OFFICE BY AN AMERICAN 
(UNNAMED). ACCORDING CLIFFORD HE ADVISED VISITORS OF 
INFEASIBILITY OF THEIR PLAN AND STRONGLY IMPLIED HE DID 
NOT WISH TO BECOME INVOLVED. CLIFFORD WAS GRATEFUL FOR 
DICK'S INITIATIVE IN TELLING HIM HOW HIS NAME IS BEING 
USED BY MELCHOR. 

SECRET 


SECRET 


PAGE 02 STATE 205935 


2. COMMENT: LACK OF ENTHUSIASM SHOWN BY CLIFFORD MAY BE 
REASON THAT MELCHOR DID NOT CONTACT HOLBROOKE OR OTHERS IN 
DEPARTMENT DURING HIS LIGHTNING VISIT. AS USUAL MELCHOR 
IS DELIBERATELY EXAGGERATING SUPPORT FOR HIS SCHEME. 
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